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FEA Comments (in blue)
1. My concern is elementary aged students going to school with middle school
students in a K-8 school. I am concerned about bullying and other issues,
including young children being on a bus with older students.
a. The focus of the study was space utilization. This issue would not have
been addressed in a utilization study. ACPS has a K-8 school (Mt.
Savage) from which to compare experiences.
2. What would be the revised average square footage of a classroom for
Allegany County if you remove the highest and lowest utilized schools?
Would ACPS then be closer to the state average?
a. The state average Gross Square Footage (GSF) , which is 160 GSF, is a
measure of total school GSF per student (the building footprint).
Classroom square footage per student is a different measure.
b. The current ACPS GSF per student is approximately 184.
c. Removing the highest and lowest utilized schools from the metric
would yield approximately 172 GSF per student.
3. Would the money required to remodel Westmar once again be provided by
the County since the remodel was recent enough to not qualify for Maryland
School Construction Funds?
a. Information reviewed as part of the utilization study showed that
Westmar was last renovated in 1996. The cost of any renovations to
Westmar would have to come from local sources.
4. Was green space accounted for because Parkside has amazing grounds and
play areas?
a. The green spaces at Parkside and Cash Valley are similar. Play areas
and fields were considered in the Council of Educational Facility
Planners International (CEFPI) portion of the school assessments.
Parkside scored 330/395 on the CEFPI evaluation, equivalent to Cash
Valley.
5. Why would ACPS close a school in a populated/growing region that has the
lowest number of elementary schools already when another region has
almost two times the number of elementary feeders and two of the lowest
utilization rated schools even after serving a K-8 school and being remodeled
from a high school?
a. Enrollment projections are on an overall downward trend over the
next ten years according to data outlined in the Master Plan for School
Facilities (June 2017). The Central region has the fewest number of
elementary schools and also has the lowest enrollment (by about 300
students – roughly equivalent to one school). School utilization in the
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Western and Eastern regions also have significant geographic
considerations (school distances and travel times) that are not as
clear a driver of changes in the Central region.
6. Parkside is located on highly valuable property in LaVale. Does the County
plan to raze the school and develop?
a. Once the school system declares a property surplus, it goes through a
process through the Interagency Committee for School Construction
and the Board of Public Works to ultimately deem the property as
excess. The property would then be turned over to Allegany County
Government. At that point, they would own the property and
determine how it would be used in the future.
7. Does the study look at school performance? I believe that Parkside
outperforms Cresaptown, so the students moved there would be at a clear
disadvantage.
a. The utilization study did not consider school performance.
8. If ACPS is willing to remodel Westmar again, why won’t it consider making
Parkside handicap accessible and move Cash Valley students to Parkside for
better walkability and safety?
a. Safety assessments were not conducted at any school as part of the
utilization study.
b. Cash Valley students cannot fit into Parkside without additional
construction. Parkside is an older school (1962) and has smaller
classes sizes. Closing Cash Valley would displace about 60 more
students than closing Parkside. Parkside has a net loss of 40 Out Of
District students compared to Cash Valley with a net loss of three.
9. What will become of the closed school buildings?
a. Per Maryland law, when a Local Educational Agency (LEA) declares a
school surplus, they MUST transfer the title to the county
government. ACPS has no control over the final disposition of a
surplus building.
10. How can ACPS justify spending more money on Westmar after it has been
remodeled already in the last ten years at a great expense?
a. Westmar was last renovated in 1996. By not removing two schools
from service, the savings in operating costs and Deferred Maintenance
would cover the costs to partially renovate Westmar.
b. The available space and proximity makes the choice to expand the use
of the facility (to K-8) a viable option. The assimilation of an existing
elementary school into the facility would provide space utilization and
cost efficiencies without significantly increasing travel time and cost.
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11. What are the deferred maintenance costs for all of the schools in the district?
a. Estimated Deferred Maintenance costs based on each school’s FCI is
provided in the updated FEA presentation on June 12, 2018.
12. What would the new utilization rate be at Westmar after the George’s Creek
students are included in the population?
a. Approximately 80%
13. Will there be maps with street names available?
a. The final drawing of attendance area boundaries is dependent on a
decision to close a school or to change attendance areas for the
elementary schools based on transportation issues. Once the decision
is made, a boundary map with clear delineation of streets would be
developed.
14. How much money needs saved in the budget to keep Parkside open?
a. The decision to close a school is a lengthy process that the elected
Board of Education would determine if they need to pursue. To date,
no decisions to close any school has been made. Closing Parkside was
simply one of the recommendations made by FEA.
15. I am interested in the utilization rates of every school (ES, MS and HS) in
Allegany County?
a. See Appendix A, School Capacity and Enrollment, from the June 2018
Master Plan for School Facilities.
16. What is the capacity of Mount Savage Middle school? The presentation only
lists Mount Savage Elementary capacity at 307 with an enrollment of 180,
however it lists the total enrollment as 582 combined. The missing
information is the total capacity and/or the MS capacity so one can do the
math for the total %utilization for Mount Savage school.
a. Elementary Enrollment = 180
b. Middle School Enrollment = 407
c. Whole Building Capacity = 763
d. Mt. Savage (total) Utilization = 77%
17. What is the criteria to receive an out of district pass in Allegany County?
a. See Appendix B, Out of District Permits
18. How is the Mandarin program funded currently?
a. The programs of study within the school system are funded with
unrestricted revenues provided by State and local Government
appropriations.
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19. How is the day care program funded at Beall Elementary?
a. The day care at Beall is privately-owned, but housed within a public
school. It is minimally supported through the Judy Center grant at
Beall Elementary.
20. How is the after-school program funded at Northeast?
a. The after-school program at Northeast is grant-funded through a
federal grant. This grant also funds three other after-school programs
as well.
21. What are the codes for each school in the county (ex: AL = Allegany?)
a. See Appendix C, School Abbreviations List
22. How many walkers per school? (EL, MS and HS)?
a. See Appendix D, Non-Transport Student Numbers for 2017-2018
School Year. Note: this data does not include 2017-2018 seniors. The
data will change after students are rolled over to the new school year.
This chart shows Allegany at its present location, not the new school.
Once moved to the new school, Allegany is approximately 13 students.
23. There is an “un-zoned” section in the maps published for elementary school
regions – what does that mean? Where do they attend? Does that apply only
to elementary or does that funnel all the way through high school?
a. A previous map had shown a small “un-zoned” portion of Cumberland
that was in the ACPS Transfinder database. This has since been
identified as assigned to Cresaptown and the boundaries have been
re-drawn in the recommended closure of Parkside. This zone is now
included in the current recommendations.
24. The maps indicate three regions, but several schools feed to more than one
region as they move to MS and HS – please provide the information that
communicates that by percentage from each school.
a. See Appendix E, Next School for Elementary and Middle
25. How much does it cost to maintain Eckhart both currently and long term
maintenance needed?
a. There are no capital improvement or maintenance projects planned
for Eckhart School.
26. How many students are currently enrolled at Eckhart?
a. Students aren’t enrolled at Eckhart, they move in and out of the
alternative program as the need arises. Students are always enrolled
in their home school. The 2018-2019 school year will begin with zero
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students utilizing Eckhart’s program. Students will be placed at the
recommendation of school administration.
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