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From the Principal...Mr. Derek Horne 

In January, third grade students at WES received six hours of foundational robotics lessons 
to introduce them to the definition of a robot, a machine that is programmed to perform a 
task. They also learned the difference between hardware, the pieces that the students can 
touch and what the robot is made from, and software, which are the directions which control 
the hardware. The students worked with partners to build and program the robots. Then the 
students were given mini-challenges to solve, which gave them a chance to try coding and pro-
vided them with an introduction to computer science. Sensors were introduced in hour five. 
The final hour involved a challenge that required a modification of the hardware and a modifi-
cation of the computer program. Ms. Jessica Mellon, from the University of 
Maryland Extension Services, presented the lessons, assisted by teachers, Mrs. Brantner and 
Ms. Carr. Students really loved building the robots and were very sorry to take them apart! 

We hope that the new 
year has started off well 
for all of you. While we 
are excited for a new year 
of learning and growth, 
letõs pause and reflect on 
our accomplishments. Our 
students, staff, and fami-
lies have persevered 
through difficult times to 
foster an atmosphere of 
hope for our studentsõ 
future. Students continue 
to show growth each and 

every day with support 
from the staff and fami-
lies. We can do this to-
gether! 
Letõs also take a breath 
and enjoy our surround-
ings during this winter 
season. The picturesque 
snow-capped mountains on 
my drive to school are 
breathtaking. Please con-
tinue to share photos of 
our students playing in the 
snow, building snowmen, 

skiing, or making snow an-
gels. Other ideas to share 
are students snuggling up 
with a warm blanket and 
reading a good book; play-
ing a board game, looking 
at old photos, or whatever 
amazing things bring joy 
and laughter to your fami-
lies. We love seeing our 
students enjoying these 
family times together. 
Together, letõs share, ex-
perience, and contribute 

to an exciting and suc-
cessful 2022 for our 
children! 
Please contact me at 
301-359-0511 or at 
Derek.Horne@acpsmd.
org, if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 

  

  

Building the FutureñOne Child at a Time 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs. Jewel Lambert, who retired from the ACPS effective 
January 1st. Mrs. Lambert worked at several school cafeterias, including WES, then re-
turned as our cafeteria manager in 2015. We hope that Mrs. Lambert enjoys spending 
more time with her family. Mrs. Emily Lewis is now the acting cafeteria manager. 



SCHOOL PARENT COMPACT 
 
The School Parent Compact outlines 
what the school staff, parent/family 
and child will do to increase learning 
for our students. Parents/family 
members and school staff help to 
write the agreement. We review the 
compact each spring and ask for par-
ents to comment on the compact each 
year. The compacts are signed and 
used as a tool during the year to help 
everyone remember how important it 
is for all of us to work together to 
help our students learn. 
 
 
 

A NOTE about SAFETY at WES  
 

Parents, when you are in the lobby, 
please do not open the door to others 
who are coming into the school. Every 
person coming into the school needs to 
òbuzzó the office for admittance. If 
you are at the door and have been 
òbuzzedó in, please do not hold the door 
open for others who are behind you. 
They also need to push the button when 
they get to the door, and then they will 
be let into the lobby. Thank you for 
your cooperation with this important 
safety issue. 
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Title I Tip #4 

School Calendar 

J Jan. 28 (Fri.) Report Cards Re-
leased 

J Feb. 21 (Mon.) SCHOOLS AND OF-
FICES CLOSED-Presidentsõ Day 

J Feb.  22 (Tues.) Parent Conference 
Day-Elementary Conferences 10:00 
AM-12:00 noon; Teacher Planning 
12:00-2:00 PM; Teacher Lunch 2:00
-3:00 PM; Elementary Conferences 
3:00-5:30 PM 

J Mar. 25 (Fri.) Three-Hour Early 
Dismissal-End of MP3/Teacher 
Work Time 

J Mar. 28 (Mon.) Three Hour Delayed 
Opening-Teacher Work Time 

J April 8 (Fri.) Report Cards Released 

J April 13 (Wed.) SCHOOLS CLOSED
-Easter Vacation Begins (Offices 
Closed April 25 & 18) 

J April 19 (Tues.) Three Hour De-
layed Opening-SCHOOLS REOPEN-
Principal Staff Development/
Teacher Work Time 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Peace Days Winners 

A drawing is held each Monday to 
award a small prize to students who 
have had a peaceful week. These are 
students who have followed the rules 
for the previous week and have had 
no yellow or red behaviors. The most 
recent Peace Days  winners include: 

Week of November 29-December 2: 
Aspen DeVore, Stella Metz, Trinitee 
Hummer, Owen Brashear, Mya Kol-
berg, Klarissa Paitsel and Bailey 
Brashear 

Week of December 6-10: Luke Shim-
er, Ember Redman, Leah Kolberg, 
Nathan Wade, Atalie Wilson, Landen 
Iliff and Adrienne Taylor 

Week of December 13-17: Liam Mo-
nahan, Alaina Rhodes, Noah Sanford, 
Lennon Metz, Ronan Snyder, Briley 
Musick and Bryan Claycomb 

Week of January 4-7: Jaclynn Tay-
lor, Elizabeth Grady, Andrew Perez, 
Taylor Windle, Wesley Haggerty, 
Alex Kneisley and Hayleigh Sanford 

Week of January 10-14: Asher 
Madero,  Paisley Edwards, Weston 
Reed, Elaynah Hartman, Madison 

Lantz, Brayden Iliff and Ben Broad-
water. 

Students who are the Peace Days 
winners get to take a special trip to 
the Token Tower! 

Safety First 

A NOTE ATTENDANCE at WES 
 
Teachers are  always concerned about 
the number of late arrivals and early 
dismissals at WES. When this happens, 
children are missing valuable instruction 
that cannot be made up. Teachers are 
preparing your children to advance to 
the next grade level in the fall, as well 
as for the MCAP Assessments, which 
will be in spring this year. We all want 
our students to do their best, but if 
they miss instruction, that may not hap-
pen. We realize that tardy situations 
and early dismissals cannot always be 
avoided, but please try to schedule ap-
pointments after or late in the school 
day so that no instruction will be missed. 
Thanks for your help! 

Attendance Matters 



More ELA, Math & STEAM Activities Ahead 

Westernport Elementary PBIS  

 

 

Student activities such as Books Before Bedtime, Math Night and STEAM Night are being planned by staff 
members who serve on these school committees. Each committee is responsible to plan two evening activities, 
which are held throughout the school year. The activities are often varied, depending on the grade level of the 
students. The first STEAM Night was held in November and the first Books Before Bedtime event was held in 
December 2021. Math Night will be upcoming. Each event had approximately 50 students in attendance. If your 
child was not able to participate in one (or both) events, stay tuned for information about upcoming opportuni-

       What is PBIS? PBIS is a process for creating a safer, positive, and more effective school environment. It 
focuses on improving a schoolõs ability to teach and support positive behavior for all students. PBIS allows our school to de-
sign, implement, and evaluate effective school-wide rules and procedures. 

       What are the school rules? We PAWS to be Respectful, Responsible, Safe, and Kind! This is the expectation for our 
students and staff. These rules can be applied to and used to teach discipline at school as well as home. Parents can use these 
four rules with their children to help correct homework habits, attendance issues, bad attitudes, and other family conflicts. 
The students are reminded throughout the school day of these rules. The PBIS language helps create a consistent flow of 
positive behavior. 

 DOJO pointséTeachers will give students a DOJO point when they catch them following the school rules. All staff, 
including bus drivers, will give DOJO points to students that they feel go above and beyond in the following the school rules. 
Teachers use Class DOJO to communicate with parents and to recognize positive behavior. 

       Token ToweréStudents can visit the Token Tower after receiving 10 DOJO points. After 10 points, they cash them 
in for a token. The Token Tower has small prizes for the students to choose from and is kept in the hallway by the middle 
doors on the second floor. This usually happens twice a month. 

       PBIS School Wide EventséWesternport will be hosting PBIS school wide events. Students can earn their admission 
to these events by meeting the guidelines for each event. Parent letters will be sent home before each event. These incen-
tives may include a fall event, spirit week, winter movie, dance, snow celebration day, and a Rodeo, which is the biggest event 
at the yearõs end. 

If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Shelly Fitzgerald or Mrs. Laura Wilson (PBIS chairs) at 301-359-0511        


